Муниципальный этап Всероссийской олимпиады школьников
Английский язык

9-11 классы
LISTENING COMPREHENSION (35 minutes)
Task 1. Listen to Alice and Neil discussing penicillin. Complete the shortened version of their talk inserting words in their correct grammar and spelling forms. One word is required for each gap.

Neil had a blister on his big (1)____________. It swelled like a (2)___________. The swelling's (3)________________ down now with the little wonder drugs he is holding in his hands.


Penicillin is a common antibiotic, or (4)___________________ that kills microorganisms. It was discovered in 1928 by a Scottish scientist Alexander Fleming.  It took decades before scientists learned how to successfully manufacture penicillin. They got there just in time to treat huge numbers of (5)_________________ in World War II when so many men were dying from infected (6)_______________. Penicillin (7)____________________ the way for modern interventional medicine and chemotherapy. However, it only works against bacteria with (8)_____________ that are sensitive to penicillin. Other kinds of bacteria can develop a (9)__________ to it. Since its first use in 1942 penicillin has saved 200 million people. It has been quite successful in (10)____________________ such diseases as tuberculosis, pneumonia, diphtheria and scarlet fever. 

The narrator says that: The narrator says that: The narrator says that: The narrator says that: Конец формы
Task 2. Listen to Roger Scruton's ideas about Scotland's secession from the UK. Mark the statements 11-20 as T (true) or F (false).
11. Roger Scruton is an Englishman who thinks that the English should have a say in the referendum on Scotland's independence.

12. The Scots are still bidding for independence.

13. The Union of England and Scotland has existed since 1707, with the highlanders strongly opposing it.

14. It's up to Scotland to decide everything for itself.

15. The ties between England and Scotland have weakened because of their religion, legal and cultural differences.

16. At present, the Scots enjoy more political rights than the English.

17.  Many educated Scots view England rather than Scotland as a more attractive place for living and working.

18. England should stop subsidizing Scottish economy.

19. The breakup of the Union between England and Scotland will reduce their military force.

20. If allowed to vote, Roger Scruton will say 'No' to Scottish independence.

Transfer your answers to the ANSWER SHEET
Transcript
Task 1
Penicillin: breaking the mould

Alice Hello and welcome to 6 Minute English. I’m Alice…

Neil And I’m Neil. [rattles a bottle of pills]

Alice What have you got there, Neil?

Neil Antibiotics. I had a blister on my big toe, and it got infected. My whole toe swelled up like a balloon! The swelling has gone down now with these little wonder drugs. Look, I’ll show you.

Alice No, Neil. Please keep your socks on. Thank you. Now, the subject of today’s show is penicillin, which was one of the first antibiotics to be discovered. So, Neil, can you tell me how many lives penicillin has saved since its first use as a medicine in 1942? Is it… a) 20 million? B) 200 million? Or c) 2 billion?

Neil Well, I’ll say b) 200 million. That sounds like a good number.

Alice OK, well, we’ll see if you’re right or wrong later on in the show. Now, penicillin is a common antibiotic – or substance that kills microorganisms – that acts very effectively against certain bacteria. And it was discovered in 1928 by a Scottish scientist called Alexander Fleming who noticed some mould growing on a petri dish of bacteria in his lab, which had a halo – or circle – around it where no bacteria were growing.

Neil Mould, by the way, is the soft green fuzzy stuff that grows… for example, in the bottom of my coffee cups when I forget to wash them up, Alice.

Alice We didn’t need to know that, Neil.

Neil OK, well, moving on, it took decades before scientists learned how to successfully manufacture penicillin. But they got there just in time to treat huge numbers of soldiers in World War Two where so many men were dying from infected wounds.

Alice And you could have died from your infected toe, Neil, before penicillin!

Neil That is a sobering thought, isn’t it Alice? Let’s listen now to Christopher Tang, Professor of Cellular Pathology at the University of Oxford, talking about how penicillin has been a game changer in the field of medicine.

Christopher Tang, Professor of Cellular Pathology and Professorial Fellow at Exeter College, University of Oxford The sort of cancer chemotherapy which we currently use, with immunosuppress people, we couldn’t

possibly consider that without the use of antibiotics. So not only has penicillin opened the door for treating people with infection, it’s also essentially paved the way for modern medicine, modern interventional medicine that we benefit from now.

Alice Chemotherapy is a chemical treatment used to kill cancer cells that also suppresses – or stops – the body’s immune system from working. The immune system is our body’s defence against infection and disease. So cancer patients have to take antibiotics to prevent infections that the body can’t fight off by itself.

Neil So the discovery of penicillin paved the way for chemotherapy and other types of medical treatment – and to pave the way means to make something possible. But surely, Alice, there are some bacteria that penicillin doesn’t kill?

Alice You’re right. It only works against bacteria with proteins that are sensitive to penicillin. Other types are less sensitive, and also have systems built into the structure of the cell that sweep out harmful compounds, such as penicillin.

Neil And what about that superbug, what’s it called… MS… MR…MSR…?

Alice MRSA, Neil. This bacterium was sensitive to penicillin but has developed a resistance to it, and to other antibiotics, meaning the drugs can’t harm it any more.

Neil Are we returning to the past, then, Alice, where people like me might die from an infected toe?

Alice Well, it’s possible, Neil. But drug-resistance isn’t new. Here’s Professor Steve Jones to tell us more.

Steve Jones, Emeritus Professor of Genetics, University College, London Penicillin is not new. It’s been around for millions, probably hundreds of millions of years in the soil. And it’s because the moulds protect themselves with it. And in fact you find resistance to penicillin in the most unlikely places. You find it for example in corpses from before Columbus in the New World.

Neil Professor Steve Jones. So penicillin was discovered in 1928 but it’s actually been around for hundreds of millions of years.

Alice Yes. And scientists have been able to test bacteria present in very old corpses – or dead bodies – discovered in the New World – that’s North and South America – and found that some of it was resistant to penicillin.

Neil But penicillin resistance is growing, isn’t it?

Alice Yes. These days we overuse penicillin both in agriculture and human medicine, which has given bacteria the chance to adapt and fight back. So it’s now up to scientists to adapt penicillin to extend its lifespan, and to search for new types of antibiotics.

Neil But prevention is better than cure, isn’t it? We should all wash our hands more – it’s a fantastic way of killing bacteria.

Alice Yes. Good point, Neil, but washing your hands didn’t cure your toe, did it? Now, remember I asked you earlier: How many lives has penicillin saved since its first use as a medicine in 1942? Was it… a) 20 million, b) 200 million or c) 2 billion?

Neil And I said b) 200 million. Alice And you were right! Penicillin became the most effective life-saving drug in the world, conquering diseases such as tuberculosis, gangrene, pneumonia, diphtheria, and scarlet fever and made Alexander Fleming an international hero for discovering it.

Task 2

Should the English also have a right to decide on Scottish independence, asks Roger Scruton.

In all the complex changes leading to the Scottish bid for independence the English have never been consulted. The process has been conducted as though we had no right to an opinion in the matter. It was all about Scotland, and how to respond to Scottish nationalism.

As an Englishman I naturally ask why my interests in the matter have never been taken into account. When the Czechs and the Slovaks achieved their amicable divorce it was by mutual agreement between elected politicians. What is so different about Scotland, that it decides everything for itself?

The Union of England and Scotland was formally declared in the Act of Union of 1707. But it had been an emerging reality throughout the preceding century. In the conditions and conflicts of those days it was impossible for the two nations to regard themselves as fundamentally distinct. They shared an island, a religion, a language, and a monarch. And both had espoused the Protestant cause.

It's true there was a border between them. And things on one side of the border were not always replicated on the other. Scots law was, and remains, a separate system from the English. Styles of dress, architecture, popular entertainment and speech were for a long time quite distinct, in part because of the striking difference in climate. And, since the Reformation, organised religion has taken a very different form in the two countries, the lowland Scots opting for the Calvinist and Presbyterian version, and remaining largely hostile to the elaborate episcopal offices that appealed to the English. But the differences were less important than the history and geography that held the two nations together.

It is true that the union was resented by the highlanders, many of whom had retained their Catholic faith, their Gaelic language and their loyalty to the deposed Stuart kings. The cruel suppression of the Jacobite rebellions, the forbidding of the tartan, the persecution of Catholics and the expulsion of the crofters from their homes - all these things are well known, and don't cast credit either on the English or on the lowlanders who principally benefited from the union. Nevertheless during the years of empire building, merchants from both countries combined to reap the benefits of British naval power, and to explore the far corners of the earth in search of profit. And in their wake they brought the imperial government that they shared.
Moreover, empire building had to be backed up by military force. The Napoleonic wars sealed the union between the Scots and the English, who happily adopted Great Britain as the name of their united country.

Neither people could have survived the wars of the 20th Century had they not fought side by side and with total commitment to the union. As a result of those wars, however, the empire was lost and an entirely new political landscape emerged from beneath the smoke. It is no longer possible for us to see the union as it was seen throughout the course of the 19th Century - as something natural and unquestionable. The enterprise that joined us has vanished, so too (we hope) have the military threats. Each nation is, for the time being at least, wrapped in its own internal problems.

It can be said the Scots are still reeling from the effect of Margaret Thatcher's radical economic policies and her introduction of the poll tax.

They are bound to ask themselves whether they have had a fair share of the prosperity that is visible nearly everywhere in the south of England. And the English tend to blame the migrations that threaten to overwhelm them on a succession of Labour governments.

By allowing mass immigration into England, and refusing to confront the European Union's commitment to the free movement of peoples, the governments of Blair and Brown seriously undermined the English sense of identity. At the same time, through the creation of a Scottish parliament, they gave a new identity to the Scots.

The effect of the Scottish Parliament, however, was not only to ensure that the Scots would govern themselves, but also to make it more likely that they would continue to govern the English. The Labour Party did not want to lose those Scottish MPs, since it was thanks to them, and to the Scottish vote, that the Labour Party had achieved such a large majority in Westminster. Scots were disproportionately represented in the cabinets of both Blair and Brown. Tony Blair was born and partly educated in Scotland, and owed his position in the Labour hierarchy in part to the networks that had grown in that country.

Elections to the Scottish Parliament show that the Scots have shifted their allegiance from Labour to the SNP. But they still want the English to be governed by the Labour Party. Hence they vote to place Labour politicians, whom they don't particularly want at home, in Westminster.

As a result of this the English, who have voted Conservative more often than Labour in post-war elections, have to accept a block vote of Labour members of parliament sent to Westminster by the Scots. The process that brought this about was one in which the Scots themselves were given the final say, in a referendum from which the English were excluded. In other words the process of devolution can be seen as a piece of gerrymandering, the effect of which has been to secure a Labour bias in the Westminster Parliament, while allowing the Scots to govern themselves in whatever way they choose.

And the process continues. In response to Alex Salmond's bid for independence the people of Scotland have been granted another referendum. But again the people of England have been deprived of a say. Why is this? Are we part of the union or not? Or are the politicians afraid that we would vote the wrong way? And what is the wrong way? What way should we English vote, given that the present arrangement gives two votes to the Scots for every vote given to the English? Should we not vote for our independence, given that we risk being governed from a country that already regulates its own affairs, and has no clear commitment to ours?

The Scottish economy is subsidised by the English. But this does not mean that England would be better off without Scotland. You give subsidies to your dependants because you depend on them. Subsidies are also investments, which have returns in the long run that may more than justify the cost.

On the other hand, it could be that the Scottish economy has suffered from the union overall. Boswell attributes to Dr Johnson the remark that "the noblest prospect that a Scotchman ever sees, is the high road that leads him to England". Johnson's purpose was to ridicule the romantic adulation of the Scottish landscape, which was all the rage at the time, except perhaps among those who had to live there. But he touched, without intending it, on the principal cause of Scotland's economic problems, which is the loss of human capital.

Educated Scots have constantly taken Dr Johnson's high road to England, carrying with them their knowledge and their energy, and investing it outside the borders of their homeland. In just the way that the EU today is siphoning away the young middle class from Poland and the Czech Republic, so has our union served to deprive the Scots of some of the people their economy most needs.

The security that we have enjoyed in Europe since the collapse of the Soviet Union has brought with it a certain complacency in the matter of defence. During the Cold War the Scottish landmass was absolutely fundamental to our strategy. Our nuclear deterrent is housed in Scottish waters, and the Scottish airbases were constantly called upon to deter Soviet violations of our airspace. Scottish regiments are at the forefront of our campaigns today, and without them we would be much less capable of defending ourselves in a serious crisis.

In my opinion defence is the sole reason for thinking that the breakup of the union might be bad for both our countries. The union would have to be replaced by a strong and committed alliance. But I think this would happen, just as the colonial administration of America transformed itself, in time, into the Western alliance, which brings the British and the Americans together and fighting side by side in every major crisis.

Suppose then we English were finally allowed a say in the matter, which way would I vote? I have no doubt about it. I would vote for English independence, as a step towards strengthening the friendship between our countries. It was thanks to independence that the Americans were able at last to confess to their attachment to the old country, and to come to our aid in two world wars. Independence is what real friendship requires. And the same is true for those, like the Scots and the English, who live side by side.

READING COMPREHENSION (30 minutes)
Task 1. You are going to read an extract from a novel. For questions 1-6, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits the best according to the text.

A whole year had gone by since Tyler and I’d hung out together and I’d grown used to people reporting bad things about him. Mostly I just sighed. I’d accepted the fact that he was no longer the lad I once knew. He’d chosen the wrong kind of people to hang around with and had got into trouble. I knew these things only too well. Still, the news that he was in hospital shook me all the same. It was Beth’s brother who told me.

‘Wait for me outside Whitechapel station, Ashe,’ Beth had said. She was late and I kept looking at my mobile too check the time.

The odd thing that I’d been thinking about Tyler since the previous afternoon. I’d seen him while walking home from college. He’d got out of a car about ten metres in front of me. It had taken me only a second to recognize who it was and I’d darted into the doorway of a closed shop to avoid coming face to face with him.

When eventually I’d peeked out, he was standing on the pavement speaking on the phone. He had a long coat on over jeans and boots. Hs hair was cropped and his face was pale. He wasn’t wearing his glasses and his free hand was cutting the air as if he was making points while talking. He was looking round but his attention was on the call. Suddenly he brought it to an abrupt end and slipped the mobile into a pocket. He walked a couple of steps and then, to my dismay, spotted me. He smiled and headed in my direction. I kept my face towards the glass window and studied one of the posters that had been stuck there. ‘Ashe!’ he’d called.

‘Oh, hi!’

‘What are you up to?’ he said, glancing at the poster on the shop window. I stumbled out some words about looking for a gig to go to. I’d no idea what my hair looked like or if I’d got a spot on my chin or if he’d noticed me earlier watching him from the shop doorway. ‘Fancy a coffee?’ he said.

I’ve got to be somewhere,’ I said, stepping out of the shop doorway and making off.

‘See you, Ashe,’ he’d called after me. After about twenty metres, I looked round and saw that he was in exactly the same position, staring at me. He raised his hand in a tiny wave and I turned and went on. I didn’t look back again.

I’d thought about him on and off during the previous evening. Now, while waiting for Beth, I thought about him again. I wondered what he was doing, I pictured the funny brown glasses he’d worn to read with and wondered if he still read books by George Orwell. Perhaps I should have gone for that coffee, I might not get another chance to find out what he was really up to these days.

Beth was very late. A couple of cars hooting and there were some raised voices from a group of pedestrians who were ignoring the red man and crossing the road. I looked through the shoppers to see if I could see Beth’s cheery face but there was no sign. I took my mobile out of my pocket again and stared at the screen, but again drew a blank. I wondered what to do. I was stamping my feet with the cold. Something must have happened. Beth wouldn’t just leave me standing in the freezing cold for no reason. Tyler came into my mind again. That’s when I saw her brother walking towards me.

1. In the first paragraph, Ashe is surprised to discover that Tyler

A. has got into trouble again.

B. has made unsuitable friends.

C. has been admitted to hospital.

D. has been the subject of rumours.

2. How did Ashe feel when she’d first seen Tyler the previous day?

A. unsure if it was him

B. surprised that he was driving

C. keen that he shouldn’t see her

D. upset that he didn’t recognize her

3. The word ‘it’ in the underlined sentence refers to

A. a movement.

B. a conversation.

C. a way of looking.

D. a piece of equipment.

4. When Tyler finally noticed her, Ashe felt

A. relieved that he was smiling.

B. sure he’d been waiting for her.

C. offended by something he said.

D. concerned about her appearance.

5. After meeting Tyler the previous day, Ashe had felt

A. sorry that she’d been rude.

B. curious about his current life.

C. guilty about refusing his invitation.

D. convinced that she would see him again.

Task 2. You are going to read an article about advertising in public places. For questions 1-10, choose from the people (A-E). The people may be chosen more than once.

Which person says that advertising

can be uninteresting if there’s a lack of variety?             6
has a mostly negative impact on the urban landscape?   7
can damage the appearance of the countryside?             8
may be a waste of energy resources?                             9
can lead to a break of concentration in a job?                10
should not be allowed in certain public places?             11
can be a source of potential danger?                              12
can sometimes make you feel better?                            13
is good if it makes you think about something?            14
is useful in providing work for talented and creative people?    15
Advertising in public places: like it or love it?

We asked five people for their opinions.
A Rob Stevenson, lorry driver

The main problem is that the location of posters can be a safety hazard if they block your view of junctions or road signs. I’m a bit distracted from driving by the content, just by the fact that a poster is there. I’ve no time to read them or study them, though the names of products stick in your memory. Posters in fields get a lot of attention because you certainly notice them as you drive down the motorway. They must be a bonus for the farmer who gets an income from them, but I suppose they do make a bit of a mess of the rural environment. On the whole, there aren’t too many posters on the roads – not compared with some countries I’ve driven through.

B Josie Pelham, cabin crew

Walking through airports in uniform, I tend not to look around too much. That’s because I run the risk of being asked questions by confused passengers who mistake me for ground crew, but helping them is not my job. But adverts in airports have a captive audience because people end up hanging around waiting for delayed flights

in lounges or at boarding gates, so in those places they must work well for the advertisers. When travelling, an amusing advert can brighten up my day, but I do tend to see endless dull adverts for banks round the airport and they don’t fit into that category! Planes are even painted externally to carry advertising. I saw one decorated to advertise house music in Ibiza. How cool is that?

C Damian Stenton, lawyer

To be honest, I can take or leave street advertising – I don’t pay it much attention and posters aren’t that obtrusive. I don’t even mind posters in the countryside, though I know that’s an issue for some groups in society. Some of the paper posters are being replaced by TV screens. I guess that enables the company to make more money, as they can switch adverts easily – and it also saves paper. But its rather environmentally unfriendly as each advertising screen obviously has to be powered by electricity. At a time when we’re all being urged to cut down on consumption of precious resources, putting up TV screens everywhere seems rather counterproductive.

D Danni Rochas, interior designer

I often feel surrounded by posters and advertising, it seems to be taking over my city. I am reminded of an episode of the Simpsons where the town’s outdoor advertising comes to life and hunts down the residents. I’m resigned to the fact that posters are ‘necessary’ commercialization, but I find them less annoying when they ‘give’ something positive in exchange for being such an intrusive presence on the urban landscape. Occasionally, though, advertisers find a new angle on an issue that’s really thought-provoking and that must be positive. So maybe I’d prefer it to exist rather than not.

E Naomi Hesketh, student

I try to walk straight past most posters as if they weren’t there, but some do manage to grab your attention nonetheless. I really like those that are colourful or imaginative. I think advertising allows lots of clever people to reach a wide public with their ideas, and we all benefit from that. Why would you even look at a boring poster? I think production values are important, too, in making you trust the advertiser. I agree with banning posters from parks and on historic buildings, but there’s nothing wrong with them in shopping streets and main roads. They make the environment brighter.
Transfer your answers to the ANSWER SHEET
USE of ENGLISH (30 minutes)
Task 1. Match the phrases in A with the definitions in B
              A                                                                                     B
1. Keep an open mind                           a. Increase your knowledge

2. Bear in mind                                     b. I forgot

3. Have something in mind                  c. I couldn’t remember a thing

4. Have something on your mind         d. remember

5. My mind went blank                        e. Try not to judge before you know the facts

6. It slipped my mind                           f. Be worried about something

7. Put your mind at ease                       g. Have an idea

8. Broaden the mind                            h. stop you from worrying


Task 2. For each group of sentences think of a single word which can be used in all three sentences.

Example: Have you noticed how different Paul is these days? He used to look so sad, now he looks as if he hasn’t got a care in the world.

I’ll be at work today, so could you sent the parcel care of my neighbor in the flat upstairs. I’ll pick it up from her when I get home.

I was grateful to all the staff at the hospital for taking such good care of his wife after she had her accident.

9. The restaurant was a real __________ ! The food was surprisingly delicious and the service was superb.

There are illuminated signs to help people _______ the emergency exit.

Medical scientists are determined to __________ a cure for cancer.

10. I only need another five coins then I will have completed the ________.

Before we ________ off on our trip, we need to discuss some important issues.

Tom Cruise met Nicole Kidman on the _______ of “Days of Thunder”.

11. She ________ an anguished look at Guy.

Films like “Spartacus” have a _________ of thousands.

When Alice broke her ankle, she was taken to hospital and her leg was put in a _________.

12. I’m going to have to _________ the locks again.

The house is about to ________ hands for the first time in five years.

My mother has decided she needs to _________ with the times so she’s finally learning to use a computer.

 
Task 3. For questions 13-24, read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap.

Business is booming at school

Students at Oakfields School in England are working on getting a head start in business. They are doing this by learning about business as (13)_____ of their classes. The programme has began in the Year 8 German class where students are learning how to speak German and how to (14)_____ their own business at the same time.

For the last year the class have been setting (15)______ a company that sells German toys. In November last year they made a respectable (16)______ of over £250 selling the toys at a local market. One student commented: “Previously, I wasn’t that (17)______ on German, but now I realize it’s a useful life skill”.

Business has had an (18)______ on other lessons too. English students are planning to sell some of their best (19)______ writing as e-books while some design students are starting a mail order plastic crockery business. In (20______, two 15-year-old students have started a business of their own selling a computer app that helps students to (21 ____ their homework.

The school hopes that learning about business early will give students a better (22)______ of finding employment in the future. Teachers at Oakfields say that this is (23 ______ important as the school is located in an area where there are relatively few (24)_______ . The students themselves add that they find developing business skills enjoyable as well as (25)______________.

13.  A bit                     B part                  C piece                D section

14.  A let                     B deal                  C take                 D run

15.  A up                    B off                    C out                  D down

16.  A benefit             B payment          C profit               D winning

17.  A fond                B willing             C keen                D eager

18.  A input               B impact             C increase          D involvement

19.  A creative          B imaginary        C unreal             D artificial

20.  A conclusion     B particular         C consequence  D addition

21.  A control           B organise          C fix                   D support

22.  A likelihood      B option             C chance            D opportunity

23.  A absolutely     B utterly             C particularly     D totally

24.  A work             B jobs                 C labour             D careers

25.  A useful           B suitable           C convenient      D serviceable
Transfer your answers to the ANSWER SHEET
WRITING Time: 25 minutes
 Express your opinion on the following problem: 
The global spread of the English language has more advantages than disadvantages. 
Write 150 -200 words. 
Remember to
 • make an introduction, 
• express your personal opinion on the problem and give reasons for your opinion, 
• make a conclusion. 
Transfer your review to the answer sheet!
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